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Ray Russek 
1036A Thames Coast Road 

RD 5 
Thames 3575 

Thames Coromandel District Council 
515 Mackay St, 
Thames 3500 

Attention: District Plan Manager 

Dear Sir or Madam 

Submission to the T.C.D.0 on the proposed district plan 2013 

We object to the P.D.P. because of the creeping strangle hold the successive plans are 
subjecting ratepayers to and the cost of complying with the proposed rules. 

Rules 1-4 I object strongly to the right to harvest firewood from my own property being 
altered. This has been part of our normal yearly activity for over 100 years and four 
generations. We harvest wood for the wider family as well, a total of approximately 40m3. 

There is no evidence of any adverse effects from this. In fact, re-growth is very rapid on the 
Coromandel. Biodiversity has not been affected. 
There are times, usually several times a year, that we are without electricity for up to 8 days 
at a time. We need a ready supply of wood for cooking and heating at times likes this, 
There are large areas of native bush on our property which are steadily being enlarged by 
manuka, kanuka re-growth . As well, we have planted 60.000 pines which will be harvested 
in 10 years t ime and replanted. 

Private Property Rights: the right to build a dwelling on every title of land needs to be a 
Permitted activity, 

A' 

14. March 2014 

Yours sincerely, 

Ray Russek ' 

•1 

( 
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Submission on Proposed District Plan 

Robert Edward Harris 
9 Albert Street, Whitianga 

04 March 2014 

Provision of Proposed District Plan: 

Rule 4 of Section 59— Waterfront Zone, of Part VIII - Zone Rules 

Stated Position: 

I am OPPOSED to the inclusion of this rule in its current form. 

Reasons for my OPPOSITION: 

I believe that Traveller's Accommodation (now phrased Visitors Accommodation) 
should remain as a Permitted Activity as is currently the situation under the 
Operative District Plan. 

The proposed rule change: 

1. Will have an affect that is contrary to spirit of Clause 59.2 - Zone Purpose 
and the original concept and objective of the Waterfront Zone, by effectively 
limiting the diversity and capacity of accommodation offerings. 

2. Removes a previously Permitted Activity from the Waterfront Zone. 
3. Detrimentally affects existing lawfully established accommodation facilities. 
4. Will add detrimentally to the already widely held perception that tourists and 

holiday makers are not welcome on The Peninsula. 
5. Will detrimentally affect the availability of accommodation for large family or 

friend groups, whose accommodation options are already very limited. 
6. Accordingly is likely to further discourage these visitors to visit and stay in 

Whitianga, and on The Peninsula in general. 
7. Unfairly discriminates against owners of properties capable of 

accommodating larger numbers and will have the effect of reducing these 
options for visitors and increase the cost. 

8. Should apply equally to all affected properties within each zone, regardless 
of capacity. 

9. Is seen by many as a misguided attempt by the Motel Association to 
influence local politicians in order to stifle what they perceive as competition. 

10. Reinforces the Motel Association perception that the renting out of holiday 
homes where the occupancy is more than "six tariff-paid visitors" is 
competition to motels and the like. This concept couldn't be more incorrect 
as the two markets are quite distinct. 

11. Is misguided because the logic applied is the reverse of the reality. 
12.Will actually promote more competition with motels by encouraging the 

renting of holiday homes and apartments to smaller parties who may well 
otherwise use a motel. 
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13. Takes no account of the fact that the larger parties of visitors who choose 
to book whole houses for their accommodation do so because this form 
of accommodation suits their requirements. These visitors are generally 
extended family groups, wedding parties, anglers or out of town Contractors' 
workers. They are the not off the street passers-by targeted by motels and 
apartments. 

14. Disregards the fact that these visitors do not want to use motels. None of 
these types of visitor consider a motel as an acceptable accommodation 
option, as motels do not provide for their requirements. Cost is not 
necessarily a major factor. There are many reasons, such as comfort, 
space, privacy, boat parking, kids' activities, use of facilities, and security. 

1 5.WiH restrict the visitors' accommodation choices. These visitors will not 
book motel accommodation, end of story. They will therefore seek other 
destinations, i.e. not Whitianga or The Peninsula, where they feel they are 
welcomed and their requirements provided for. Why take your vacation in 
some place that cannot offer the accommodation that you want. 

16.Will inflate accommodation costs leading to fewer visitors on the 
Peninsula, and per visitor less money available to spend on other local 
services. 

17.Will reduce the total accommodation capacity of Whitianga and the 
district, which will compromise the success of larger events, such as the 
Scallop Festival, for which the already exists a shortage of local 
accommodation. 

This is very poorly considered regulation, and will be to the detriment of the district's 
local economy. On top of the motor home debacle it is very disappointing to see 
our Council bending over like this. 

The decision I seek from the Council: 

Is that Rule 4—Visitor Accommodation, of Section 59 - Waterfront Zone, of Part VIII 
- Zone Rules be amended such that sub clause b "There be no more than 6 tariff-paid 

visitors staying on-site at any one time" be deleted. 

The limitation on visitor numbers is not appropriate in the Waterfront Zone whose 
stated objective is to cater for the needs of tourism. 

Also, Council needs to consider the implication the Visitor Accommodation rules 
throughout the District's other zones may have on the wider tourism industry. In my 
view the more diversity that exists in the accommodation offerings the better. 
However it could be argued that this activity is less suited in Residential Zones. 
Any such arguments may be ideologically sound as compared to an attempt by an 
outdated industry trying to stifle competition. 

Are Council Planners working on rule changes aimed at protecting retailers from the 
internet, or even independent retailers from huge chain stores? How is this 
example any different? 
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