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Enviroschools- Thames-Coromandel District Council 

 
This report provides the Thames Coromandel District Council with an update on the delivery of the Enviroschools Programme for the 

period from I January 2024  to 30 June 2024. 

 

The Enviroschools Programme supports and empowers children and young people to plan, design and implement sustainability actions 
that are important to them and their communities.  It provides relevant life contexts for learners to be connected with their environment 
and their communities, and how to be actively involved in social, cultural, economic and environmental change.  The programme is guided 
by Māori perspectives and respect for the diversity of people and cultures is actively celebrated. 
 
Where the programme is embedded, it is resilient in the face of challenges. An Enviroschools journey for schools is not based on linear 

growth as it can include highs and lows, and sometimes appears to regress followed then by reengagement. Evidence has shown that 

when the programme is developed as ‘Whole School Approach’ then these periods of hiatus can bring stronger engagement across the 

school and community over the long term. 

 

 
 

 

 Enviroschools Programme in Thames-Coromandel 

 

 

Value of Enviroschools for Thames-Coromandel District 

Council 

 

 

Stories from Thames-Coromandel Enviroschools 

 

 

 

 

Regional Update 

 

 

o We welcomed Rachael Cheesman to the facilitation team who 
will be facilitating in Thames Coromandel and Waikato districts 
and launching WRC’s Freshwater Guardians Biosecurity resource 

o 13 Enviroschools awarded WRC funding in April for school 
projects that align with the Enviroschools guiding principles. 

o Students from 8 secondary schools attended a 3 day Climate 
Summit held by WRC at Aratiatia Community Marae Taking action 
today to carve out a better tomorrow | Waikato Regional Council 

o Third annual interschool Mara Kai Challenge held for 6 school 
teams and in-school events across the region 

o Teacher professional development was enabled at two Nature 
Connection events and via “Enviroschools 101” zoom series 

o Facilitators attended Coaching and mentoring training with NZ 
Coaching and Mentoring Centre build their skills to better support 
teachers and Envirogroups.  

 

 

Facilitator:  

 Students reached: 

 Number of Enviroschools 

 

Year levels reached through Enviroschools:  

 

Percentage of schools that are Enviroschools: 

3914 

 13 

59% 
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The annual contribution of $19,500 provided by the Thames-

Coromandel District Council supports the facilitation of the 

Programme to achieve a number of outcomes for the district, schools 

and young people to directly align with the community outcomes for 

the district, including: 

• Cultural, Social and Economic Sustainability 

• Waste Reduction & Zero Waste 

• Biodiversity & Biosecurity Action 

• Water health & conservation 

• Kai/Food production & distribution 

• Energy conservation & action 

• Ecological Building action 

 

Jo Buchan 

Six Monthly Report on the Delivery of the Enviroschools Programme in 

Thames-Coromandel District for the second six months the 2023/2024 

Financial Year 
 

Nature connection professional development for teachers  - 

Thames and Hauraki school teachers benefit from DoC and 

Waikato Regional Council environmental initiative - NZ Herald The 

purpose was set to: Explore and connect with our natural 

resources, Gain knowledge and understanding of DOC and 

Enviroschools educational resources and how to use these, 

Experiencing nature activities that you can use with children both 

at the Visitor centre  and back at school; Being introduced to the 

kauri protection programme and networking, learning and 

sharing with each other. The teachers really enjoyed the practical 

experiences and ideas, along with a great balance of talking, 

doing, and thinking. Teachers were enthusiastic to use more 

nature-based education with their classes and create ways to get 

them out of the classroom more. 

  

Ōpoutere -70 years of planting on World Environment Day 

eb0b0b_3a4f0ee55a6a4cb7a51317a5ab4849bd.pdf 

(whangamatanews.nz)

 

    

 

https://www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/story-hub/taking-action-today-to-carve-out-a-better-tomorrow/
https://www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/story-hub/taking-action-today-to-carve-out-a-better-tomorrow/
https://waikatorc-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/cami_carty-melis_waikatoregion_govt_nz/ERj00hUqxaNJmGy5QZf_2YUBgfNzgSDEGYC67x8SXHVNXg?e=EQEe6t&nav=eyJwbGF5YmFja09wdGlvbnMiOnt9LCJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJtaXMiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJwb3N0cm9sbC1jb3B5bGluayIsInJlZmVycmFsUGxheWJhY2tTZXNzaW9uSWQiOiIyMjk5OWQ1OS01MjNlLTQxNWMtYjRmZC1lYjViMGY4NjM4Y2UifX0%3D
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/waikato-news/news/hauraki-school-teachers-benefit-from-doc-and-waikato-regional-council-environmental-initiative/NP6RGFFVMFCZDMCQTCAJNCFJVA/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1IMXs_gKc4fiHUK1x6hscguGRLxqQoZ_KjtUO0_7vTefUT0C6BupkDepg_aem_-lvTdLI_bLloYLJB7OA4Jw
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/waikato-news/news/hauraki-school-teachers-benefit-from-doc-and-waikato-regional-council-environmental-initiative/NP6RGFFVMFCZDMCQTCAJNCFJVA/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1IMXs_gKc4fiHUK1x6hscguGRLxqQoZ_KjtUO0_7vTefUT0C6BupkDepg_aem_-lvTdLI_bLloYLJB7OA4Jw
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/waikato-news/news/hauraki-school-teachers-benefit-from-doc-and-waikato-regional-council-environmental-initiative/NP6RGFFVMFCZDMCQTCAJNCFJVA/?fbclid=IwY2xjawEP2aNleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHX54dFV2hYI0Tb5Cun-fAedAe-KoyA4oJAIfT-yNIaxZZepksy-X6G7AWw_aem_O_FWmwnkPOGhzTGk2vLSJw
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/waikato-news/news/hauraki-school-teachers-benefit-from-doc-and-waikato-regional-council-environmental-initiative/NP6RGFFVMFCZDMCQTCAJNCFJVA/?fbclid=IwY2xjawEP2aNleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHX54dFV2hYI0Tb5Cun-fAedAe-KoyA4oJAIfT-yNIaxZZepksy-X6G7AWw_aem_O_FWmwnkPOGhzTGk2vLSJw
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whangamatanews.nz%2F_files%2Fugd%2Feb0b0b_3a4f0ee55a6a4cb7a51317a5ab4849bd.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle.Daly%40waikatoregion.govt.nz%7C12c2244b27ab4fc2cb8608dc93d6c172%7Ce36ab77fcb694ec4bf31a94b8dacc5ca%7C0%7C0%7C638547797801304374%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QDCuVG5rkiPKxUlSrm4NuLUvdUTWxXXsEB7MwtrrzqI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whangamatanews.nz%2F_files%2Fugd%2Feb0b0b_3a4f0ee55a6a4cb7a51317a5ab4849bd.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle.Daly%40waikatoregion.govt.nz%7C12c2244b27ab4fc2cb8608dc93d6c172%7Ce36ab77fcb694ec4bf31a94b8dacc5ca%7C0%7C0%7C638547797801304374%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QDCuVG5rkiPKxUlSrm4NuLUvdUTWxXXsEB7MwtrrzqI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whangamatanews.nz%2F_files%2Fugd%2Feb0b0b_3a4f0ee55a6a4cb7a51317a5ab4849bd.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle.Daly%40waikatoregion.govt.nz%7C12c2244b27ab4fc2cb8608dc93d6c172%7Ce36ab77fcb694ec4bf31a94b8dacc5ca%7C0%7C0%7C638547797801304374%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QDCuVG5rkiPKxUlSrm4NuLUvdUTWxXXsEB7MwtrrzqI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whangamatanews.nz%2F_files%2Fugd%2Feb0b0b_3a4f0ee55a6a4cb7a51317a5ab4849bd.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMichelle.Daly%40waikatoregion.govt.nz%7C12c2244b27ab4fc2cb8608dc93d6c172%7Ce36ab77fcb694ec4bf31a94b8dacc5ca%7C0%7C0%7C638547797801304374%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QDCuVG5rkiPKxUlSrm4NuLUvdUTWxXXsEB7MwtrrzqI%3D&reserved=0

