This report provides the Thames Coromandel District Council with an update on the delivery of the Enviroschools Programme for the
period from | January 2024 to 30 June 2024.

The Enviroschools Programme supports and empowers children and young people to plan, design and implement sustainability actions
that are important to them and their communities. It provides relevant life contexts for learners to be connected with their environment
and their communities, and how to be actively involved in social, cultural, economic and environmental change. The programme is guided
by Maori perspectives and respect for the diversity of people and cultures is actively celebrated.

Where the programme is embedded, it is resilient in the face of challenges. An Enviroschools journey for schools is not based on linear
growth as it can include highs and lows, and sometimes appears to regress followed then by reengagement. Evidence has shown that
when the programme is developed as ‘Whole School Approach’ then these periods of hiatus can bring stronger engagement across the
school and community over the long term.
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Nature connection professional development for teachers -
Thames and Hauraki school teachers benefit from DoC and
Facilitator: J O BUCha n Waikato Regional Council environmental initiative - NZ Herald The
Students reached: 3914 purpose was set to: Explore and connect with our natural
resources, Gain knowledge and understanding of DOC and
13 Number of Enviroschools Enviroschools educational resources and how to use these
Experiencing nature activities that you can use with children both
x at the Visitor centre and back at school; Being introduced to the
Year levels reached through Enviroschools: 1- 13 kauri protection programme and networking, learning and
sharing with each other. The teachers really enjoyed the practical
experiences and ideas, along with a great balance of talking,
doing, and thinking. Teachers were enthusiastic to use more
The annual contribution of $19,500 provided by the Thames- nature-based education with their classes and create ways to get
Coromandel District Council supports the facilitation of the them out of the classroom more.
Programme to achieve a number of outcomes for the district, schools
and young people to directly align with the community outcomes for
the district, including:
Cultural, Social and Economic Sustainability
Waste Reduction & Zero Waste
Biodiversity & Biosecurity Action

Percentage of schools that are Enviroschools: 590/0

Value of Enviroschools for Thames-Coromandel District
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Water health & conservation _
Opoutere -70 years of planting on World Environment Day
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Kai/Food production & distribution

Energy conservation & action

Ecological Building action
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environment, the tamariki
Opoutere kura undertook a whole
school planting project in the
‘school ngahere (forest).

Bilkon trees

We welcomed Rachael Cheesman to the facilitation team who
will be facilitating in Thames Coromandel and Waikato districts
and launching WRC’s Freshwater Guardians Biosecurity resource
13 Enviroschools awarded WRC funding in April for school
projects that align with the Enviroschools guiding principles.
Students from 8 secondary schools attended a 3 day Climate
Summit held by WRC at Aratiatia Community Marae Taking action
today to carve out a better tomorrow | Waikato Regional Council
Third annual interschool Mara Kai Challenge held for 6 school
teams and in-school events across the region

Teacher professional development was enabled at two Nature
Connection events and via “Enviroschools 101” zoom series
Facilitators attended Coaching and mentoring training with NZ
Coaching and Mentoring Centre build their skills to better support
teachers and Envirogroups.
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